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Teachers are challenged

by the need to engage all

learners in meaningful

conversations that lead

to deep comprehension.

Even more critical is

the challenge for English

Learners (ELs) in Struc-

tured English Immersion, Bilingual and

regular classrooms who are learning to

speak, read and write in English.

This session offers an instructional framework

that helps teachers scaffold comprehension,

content, and language learning for Els through

read-alouds and purposeful talk. It includes

strategies for building academic language and

for teaching and using cooperative structures

that are guaranteed to get students talking to

each other as they learn to make sense of text.

During the workshop three breakout sessions

will be organized around grade level spans

(K-2, 3-5 and 6-8) allowing for grade level

specific application of the strategies to build

comprehension and academic language.

Teachers will leave with new strategies for

improving listening comprehension, unlocking

meaning from text as well as an awareness of

how to create an environment that promotes

academic conversations with any curriculum.
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schools as a classroom teacher, exceptional edu-

cation teacher, intervention specialist, and profes-
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